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JULY  TRIP  TO  MOSS  LANDING 


On  Sunday,  July  11,  we  joined  the  Monterey  Peninsula  Audubon  Society 
on  a trip  to  the  Moss  Landing  district.  The  eight  members  who  spent  Saturday 
night  at  the  state  park  on  Fremont  Peak  arrived  at  the  meeting  place  on  sched- 
ule. The  group  toured  the  Elkhorn  Slough  area  behind  Vierra’s  Salt  Works, 
lunched  on  the  dunes  and  concluded  the  trip  with  a visit  to  the  nesting  site  of 
the  bank  swallows  on  Trafton  Road.  For  many,  the  highlight  was  the  observa- 
tion on  the  salt  flats  of  many  chicks  of  the  avocet  and  the  snowy  plover  accom- 
panied by  adults.  The  attendance  was  around  30  persons. 


Forty-one  species  of  birds  were  identified,  as  follows:  Brown  Pelican,  Great 
Blue  Heron,  American  Egret,  Snowy  Egret,  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  Pin- 
tail, Turkey  Vulture,  White-tailed  Kite  (One  seen  by  four  members  from  No.  1 
Highway),  Coot,  Snowy  Plover,  Killdeer,  Black-bellied  Plover,  Long-billed 
Curlew,  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Willet,  Least  Sandpiper,  Dowitcher,  Western  Sand- 
piper, Marbled  Godwit,  Avocet,  Black-necked  Stilt,  Northern  Phalarope,  Glau- 
cous-wnged  Gull  (One  immature  at  McCusky  Slough  with  other  gulls),  West- 
ern Gull,  Calif.  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Heermann  Gull,  Forster  Tern,  Least 
Tern,  (nest  with  one  egg),  Caspian  Tern,  Mourning  Dove,  Bank  Swallow, 
Barn  Swallow,  Meadowlark,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Brewer  Blackbird,  House 
Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  Savannah  Sparrow,  White-crowned  Sparrow  and 
Song  Sparrow.  The  following  is  a partial  list  of  the  birds  identifed  at  Fremont 
State  Park:  Sparrow  Hawk,  Mourning  Dove,  Horned  Owl,  Poor-will,  Red- 
shafted  Flicker,  Calif.  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker, 
Nuttall  Woodpecker,  Ash-throated  Flycatcher,  Western  Wood  Pewee,  Olive- 
sided Flycatcher,  Violet-green  Swallow,  Steller  Jay,  Plain  Titmouse,  White- 
breasted Nuthatch,  Wren-tit,  Rock  Wren,  Western  Bluebird,  Warbling  Vireo, 
Black-headed  Grosbeak,  Lazuli  Bunting,  House  Finch  and  Oregon  Junco  (24 
species). 

— C.  H.  Anderson,  Leader  and  H/stor/an. 


The  July- August  1954  number  of  Audubon  Magazine  has  an  article  "At 
Home  with  the  Allen’s  Hummingbird  ”,  by  Charles  and  Viola  Anderson  of 
Salinas,  leaders  of  the  July  trip  to  Moss  Landing. 
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JULY  TRIP  TO  GOLDEN  GATE  PARK 

Thirty-two  members  and  guests  met  at  the  43rd  Avenue  and  Fulton  Street 
entrance  to  Golden  Gate  Park  on  Saturday,  July  31.  In  a few  minutes  we  saw, 
as  a good  start  to  the  day,  a pair  of  Creepers  feeding  a young  one;  later  we 
saw  two  more.  The  sky  was  overcast  with  a high  fog.  However,  there  was  a 
very  interested  group  present  and  so  we  started  out  following  the  road  around 
the  North  and  Middle  Lakes  of  the  Chain  of  Lakes,  stopping  for  luncheon  at 
Middle  Lake.  Crossing  back  over  the  Main  Road  we  walked  around  the  Buffalo 
Paddock,  taking  the  path  to  the  Fly-casting  Pool  and  back  to  the  Chain  of 
Lakes  for  the  cars.  By  auto  we  continued  on  to  Mallard  Lake,  then  to  Stry- 
bing  Arboretum  where  the  plants  and  flowers  were  beautiful  and  hummingbirds 
and  others  were  plentiful.  From  here  we  went  to  the  Fuchsia  Gardens  where 
we  found  Jays,  and  the  Hummingbirds  were  out  in  great  numbers,  but  as  it 
was  nearing  five  o’clock  the  Leader  felt  that  she  must  start  a very  appreciate 
group  on  their  way  to  their  homes. 

The  following  34  species  were  observed:  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Green  Heron, 
Mallard  and  young,  Ruddy  Duck,  Cooper  Hawk,  Calif.  Quail  and  young,  Coot 
and  young,  Killdeer  (20),  Calif.  Gull,  Mourning  Dove,  Anna  Hummingbird, 
Allen  Hummingbird,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Black  Phoebe,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher, 
Scrub  Jay,  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee,  Bush-tit,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown 
Creeper,  and  young,  Robin  and  young,  Olive-backed  Thrush,  Hutton  Vireo, 
Yellow  Warbler,  Pileolated  Warbler,  House  Sparrow,  Brewer  Blackbird,  Cow- 
bird,  House  Finch,  Pine  Siskin,  Spotted  Towhee,  Oregon  Junco,  Nuttall  White- 
crowned  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

- — Laura  A.  Stephens,  Leader  and  Historian. 

HOODED  ORIOLE  FOUND  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO.  On  Tuesday, 
August  17,  1954,  several  of  us  were  birding  in  Fort  Mason.  Near  the  Offi- 
cers’ Quarters  we  picked  up  a dead  bird  which  we  were  unable  to  identify. 
The  skin  was  sent  to  Dr.  Orr  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences  who  confirmed  our 
guess  that  it  was  a female  Hooded  Oriole,  the  first  specimen  from  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  third  record  (The  Gull,  August  1939  and  April  1951).  Laura 
A.  Stephens. 

ROBIN  FIGHTING  IMAGE  IN  BUMPER  GUARD.  Reports  of  robins 
fighting  their  images  in  windows  have  been  frequently  reported.  On  August 
1 6,  1954,  an  unusual  variation  of  this  was  observed  by  Judith  Ann  Axelrod 
in  Kensington.  From  10  a.m.  until  noon  a robin  was  noted  to  hop  up  on  the 
rear  bumper,  attack  its  image  in  the  bumper  guard,  slide  off  of  the  bumper, 
hop  back  up  again  promptly  and  repeat  the  process.  On  the  next  morning  it 
was  seen  again  in  the  same  pursuit  on  the  bumper  of  a different  car. 

The  29th  Supplement  to  the  American  Ornithologists  Union  Check-list 
of  North  American  Birds  appeared  in  THE  AUK  for  July  1954.  A new  species 
added  was  the  Cattle  Egret,  now  nesting  in  Florida.  The  Dowitcher  has  been 
divided  into  two  species,  the  long-billed  and  short-billed  (?).  On  the  other 
hand  the  Spotted  Towhee  and  the  Eastern  Towhee  are  now  considered  to  be 
races  of  the  same  species. 

In  conjunction  with  the  meetings  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  to  be  held  in  Berkeley  Dec.  26  to  31,  1954,  the  Cooper 
Ornithological  Society  will  sponsor  a session  for  the  presentation  of  scientific 
papers. 
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FALL  SERIES  OF  "SIX  TRIPS  AFIELD" 

The  University  of  California  Extension  Course  720A,  Six  Trips  Afield, 
led  by  Mrs.  Junea  W.  Kelly,  is  highly  recommended  for  those  who  wish  to 
take  field  trips  to  interesting  points  in  the  Bay  region  for  the  study  of  wild- 
life, particularly  birds  and  plants.  Beginning  dates  are:  Sept.  14,  10  a.m.  for 
alternate  Tuesdays;  Sept.  15,  10  a.m.  for  alternate  Wednetsdays;  Sept.  20,  10 
a.m.  for  alternate  Mondays;  alternate  Saturdays:  Sept.  11,  2 p.m.  (Section  A); 
Sept.  18,  2 p.m.  (Section  B).  Refer  to  the  University  Extension  for  further 
information. 

BOOKLET  ON  BIRD  NAMES 

Those  interested  in  the  linguistics  of  biology,  particularly  bird  names,  will 
be  ably  assisted  by  a new  booklet  just  published  in  Los  Angeles,  "Introduction 
to  Ornithological  Nomenclature”.  The  author  is  Mary  Ferguson  Coble  of  Holly- 
wood, formerly  Latin  Instructor  of  the  Brockport  Normal  School  in  New  York. 
In  Sections  I to  VIII  scientific  names  and  their  definitions  are  listed  in  cate- 
gories. Under  "Structural  Characters,  Wing”,  for  example,  are  listed  the  Latin 
penna  (wing)  followed  by  acutipennes  (pointed  wing),  longipennes  (white 
wing),  etc.  Then  comes  the  Greek  pteron  (wing)  and  the  derivatives,  leucoptera 
(white  wing),  platypterus  (broad  wing),  etc.  More  terms  are  listed  under  Color, 
Habitat,  Food  ( ixoreus  means  fond  of  mistletoe),  Place  Names,  and  Persons 
for  Whom  Named,  etc.  ( breweri  is  not  the  Brewer  of  "Up  and  Down  Cali- 
fornia”; Cooper’s  Hawk  is  named  for  one  Cooper,  Cooper's  Tanager  for  an- 
other) . Section  IX  is  devoted  to  pronunciation  and  derivation  of  generic  and 
specific  terms.  Both  the  Latin  and  English  pronunciations  are  given,  and  the 
Greek  as  well  if  applicable.  The  use  of  the  Coble  work  should  enhance  the 
satisfactions  of  bird  observation  by  going  beyond  the  elemental  facts  of  field 
recognition,  and  by  insight  into  one  of  the  less  familiar  aspects  of  professional 
ornithology,  the  lexical  methods  of  taxonomy.  Copies  are  obtainable  locally 
from  the  National  Audubon  Society.  The  book  has  paper  covers,  contains  96 
pages,  5V2  x 7%,  and  the  list  price  is  $ 1.50. 

— E.  A.  Mayers. 

AUDUBON  FIELD  NOTES  for  June  1954  contains  the  WINTER  BIRD 
POPULATION  STUDY.  Thirty-eight  areas  were  covered,  including  one  from 
California,  a Salt-water  Channel,  Tideflats  and  Swamp-brush  Border  Area  at 
San  Diego,  by  C.  H.  Channing  and  Alan  M.  Craig. 

WILD  TURKEYS  were  introduced  into  California  from  about  1910  to 
1951.  There  is  an  established  population  at  the  Castro  Valley  Ranch  about  6 
miles  south-west  of  Gilroy.  For  more  details  see  "Wild  Turkeys  in  Central 
Coastal  California”,  by  George  V.  Burger,  The  Condor,  July- August  1954, 
page  198. 

TAME  SPARROW  HAWK.  The  Berkeley  Gazette  for  July  20,  1954, 
has  a picture  of  a hawk  which  was  found  in  a Berkeley  yard  with  a piece  of 
cord  attached  to  its  leg.  The  paper  labelled  it  a "barn  hawk”  though  it  is  ap- 
parently a female  sparrow  hawk.  The  editor  wonders  if  it  is  the  same  bird  as 
one  seen  on  the  grounds  of  the  Western  Regional  Laboratory  in  Albany  in 
custody  of  a teen-age  archer  early  in  August. 
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SEPTEMBER  MEETING 

The  annual  supper  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  garden  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  Eric  Reynolds,  140  Estates  Drive,  Piedmont,  on  Thursday,  September  9,  at 
six  o’clock.  Reservations  should  have  been  made  on  card  enclosed  with  the 
August  GULL.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  C.  Bryant  will  be  our  guests  of  honor. 
Members  will  give  high  light  reports  on  their  "Birding  Far  Afield".  Bus  #18 
on  Franklin  St.,  Oakland,  goes  out  Park  Boulevard.  Get  off  at  Leimert  and 
continue  on  Park  Blvd.  one  block  to  Estates  Drive,  then  two  blocks  to  #140. 

— Mrs.  Budd  J.  Smith,  Program  Chairman. 

SEPTEMBER  TRIP  TO  BAY  FARM  ISLAND 

On  Sunday,  September  12,  meet  at  Lincoln  Park  (Santa  Clara  Ave.  and 
High  St.)  in  Alameda  at  1:30  p.m.,  D.S.T.  From  San  Francisco  take  "O'  bus 
about  an  hour  earlier.  The  fall  migration  of  shore  birds  should  be  at  its  height 
with  large  numbers  of  avocets,  godwits,  curlews,  dowitchers  and  other  plovers, 
sandpipers,  etc.  Leader,  Mrs.  Junea  W.  Kelly.  Bring  binoculars,  telescopes, 
and  interested  friends. 

SEPTEMBER  TRIP  TO  DIMOND  CANYON.  OAKLAND 

On  Saturday,  September  25,  meet  at  Dimond  Park  at  9 a.m.,  D.S.T.  From 
San  Francisco  take  the  "N"  bus  around  8:15  a.m.  to  Fruitvale  and  MacArthur 
Blvd.,  Oakland.  Walk  north  (uphill)  two  blocks  on  Fruitvale  to  the  park. 
This  is  a good  time  and  place  to  look  for  warblers  on  their  fall  migration.  Bring 
binoculars,  lunch  if  desired,  and  interested  friends. 

— Frank  A.  Scott,  Chairman,  Field  Trips  Committee. 

NEW  LOCATION  OF  WEST  COAST  OFFICE 
OF  NATIONAL  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

The  California  Office  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  has  recently  been 
moved  from  693  Sutter  Street,  San  Francisco,  to  2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley 
4,  within  the  block  west  of  Telegraph  Avenue.  (Open  Sept.  15). 
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